
IMMUNIZATION INFORMATION STATEMENT

Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV)
Preventive Antibody:

What You Need to Know

Why ge immunized wih a RSV preventve antbody?
A respiraory syncyal virus (RSV) prevenve anbody can preven severe lung disease caused by RSV.

RSV is a common respiraory virus ha usually causes mild, cold-like sympoms bu can also aec he lungs.

Sympoms o RSV inecon may include runny nose, decrease in appee, coughing, sneezing, ever, or wheezing.

Anyone can become ineced by RSV, and almos all children ge an RSV inecon by he me hey are 2 years old.

While mos children recover rom an RSV inecon in a week or wo, RSV inecon can be dangerous or inans

and some young children, causing diculy breahing, low oxygen levels, and dehydraon. In he Unied Saes,

RSV is he mos common cause o bronchiolis (inammaon o he small airways in he lungs) and pneumonia

(inecon o he lungs) in children younger han 1 year o age. Children who ge sick rom RSV may need o be

hospialized, and some migh even die.

RSV Preventve Antbodies
The RSV prevenve anbody (generic name nirsevimab, rade name Beyorus) is a sho ha prevens severe RSV

disease in inans and young children. Anbodies are proeins ha he body’s immune sysem uses o gh o

harmul germs. Like radional vaccines, prevenve anbodies are immunizaons ha provide proecon agains

a specic pahogen. While boh are immunizaons, he way hey provide immuniy is dieren. Nirsevimab is

an immunizaon ha provides anbodies direcly o he recipien. Tradional vaccines are immunizaons ha

smulae he recipien’s immune sysem o produce anbodies.

Inans born during he RSV season (ypically all hrough spring) should receive a single dose o he RSV

Immunizaon wihin 1 week afer birh. Mos inans whose mohers go he RSV vaccine don’ need o ge

nirsevimab, oo. Boh proec inans rom severe RSV by providing anbodies, eiher rom he moher o he

inan or direcly o he inan. Mos inans will likely only need proecon rom eiher he maernal RSV vaccine or

nirsevimab (no boh). However, here may be some siuaons in which nirsevimab would be recommended or an

inan afer he moher received an RSV vaccine.

Inans born ouside o he RSV season who are younger han 8 monhs should receive a single dose o he RSV

Immunizaon shorly beore heir rs RSV season (ypically he all), bu inans who are younger han 8 monhs

who have no ye received a dose may receive a dose a any me during he season.

Some inans and young children who are a increased risk or severe RSV disease may need a single dose o he

RSV anbody beore or during heir second RSV season.

RSV prevenve anbodies can be given a he same me as vaccines rounely recommended or inans and young

children.
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Talk wih your healh care provider

Tell your healh care provider i he person getng he prevenve anbody has a:

• Hisory o serious allergic reacons o an RSV prevenve anbody (nirsevimab) or any o is componens,

• Bleeding disorder, or

• Moderae or severe acue illness.

In some cases, your child’s healh care provider may decide o pospone giving RSV prevenve anbodies unl a

uure visi.

People who have a minor illness, such as a cold, can saely receive an RSV prevenve anbody. People who are

moderaely or severely ill should usually wai unl hey recover.

Your healh care provider can give you more inormaon.

Risks of a reacton o RSV preventve antbodies
Afer getng an RSV prevenve anbody, your child migh have emporary pain, redness, swelling where he

injecon was given, or a rash.

As wih any medicine, here is a very remoe chance ha RSV Immunizaon could cause a severe allergic reacon,

oher serious injury, or deah.

An allergic reacon could occur afer your child leaves he hospial or clinic. I you see signs o a severe allergic

reacon (or example, hives, swelling o he ace and hroa, diculy breahing, a as hearbea, dizziness, or

weakness), call 9-1-1 and ge your child o he neares hospial.

Call your healh care provider i you see any oher sympoms ha concern you.

How can I learn more?

• Ask your healh care provider.

• Call your local or sae healh

deparmen.

• Visi U.S. Food and Drug Adminisraon

websie a Drugs@FDA: FDA-Approved

Drugs.

• Conac he Ceners or Disease Conrol

and Prevenon (CDC):

o

o

Call 1-800-232-4636

(1-800-CDC-INFO) or

Visi he CDC websie

hps://www.cdc.gov/rsv/abou/

prevenon.hml

Wha if here is a serious problem?

I your child go an RSV prevenve anbody wihou getng a

vaccine a he same me, and you suspec an adverse reacon,

you or your healh care provider can submi a repor hrough

hps://www.da.gov/medwach or by phone a 1-800-FDA-1088.

I your child go an RSV prevenve anbody and a vaccine a

he same me and you suspec an adverse reacon, you or your

healh care provider should repor i o he Vaccine Adverse

Even Reporng Sysem (VAERS) hps://vaers.hhs.gov/ or call

1-800-822-7967. In your repor, noe ha your child go an RSV

Immunizaon along wih a vaccine.

Noe: MedWach and VAERS are only or reporng reacons.

MedWach and VAERS samembers do no give medical advice.


